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BAE Systems is a global company engaged in the development, delivery and
support of advanced defence and aerospace systems in the air, on land and
at sea. The AS90 is an armoured self propelled Howitzer which was initially
designed for combat in the cold war and now supports troops in Afghanistan
and Iraq, it finds itself in a whole new battlefield with a whole new purpose.
The AS90 is supported through a single CLS (Contractor Logistics Support)
contract, the Equipment Support Agreement (ESA), a 5 year contract on BAE
Systems, who supply spares and repairs on demand over the 5 years, along
with technical support. The objective of the ESA is to improve availability and
reduce support costs. The ESA was set up to ensure the MoD could continue
to support AS90 in a cost effective manner, and both parties are incentivised
to save money, which is a step change from traditional firm price contracts.
This partnered approach is a strategic objective for both the MoD and BAE
Systems. The AS90 ESA is the first of its kind in the Land domain, and it is
planned to expand the concept to other platforms in due course.
BAE Systems is presently in the process of performing a “midlife” update of the
TCC (turret control computer) in all 146 AS90’s in service with the British Army.
The TCC is a compact unit consisting of 9 PCBs. A major challenge of the
re-design was to reduce the large amount of wires used in the unit to interface
the PCB’s to the external connectors on the unit.
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Leading Draughtsman.

“In my opinion, the technical support is what sets Quadra
Solutions apart. I have an excellent relationship with Quadra
and found that any problems I had with this project were
quickly and easily resolved. Anyone who is looking at
CADSTAR technology should definitely look at getting the
CADSTAR maintenance program with it, as it is, in my opinion,
an invaluable resource. From the beginning of this project, to
the completion, Quadra have provided the software, training,
support, advice and consultation when we needed it and to
tight deadlines,” said Paul Carr, Leading Draughtsman.
Now that this section of the project is complete, Paul is
looking forward to developing the next stage of the
maintenance project. This will involve updating the wireless
transfer of data from the turret to the chassis using low
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